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THE PARALEGAL WHO WENT
BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY

The village of Igundu is located off the beaten track several kilometres 
outside the town of Kahama. Here kids walk long distances to attend 
Mwankima Primary School, the only primary school around which is 
itself a shell of its old self. “It’s been this way for years; small children 
having to walk considerably long distances to attend classes. This has 
an obviously detrimental effect on their ability to learn despite the fact 
that as kids they are always full of energy”, says Malugu Beleng’ayi, the 
headmaster after getting off his motorcycle to greet us.

We are in the company of Lulu Abdallah, a paralegal who can be 
rightly described as remarkable for the work she put into changing the 
schooling situation for kids in the village and nearby communities. “I 
learned during the course of my regular work providing legal aid and 
education around here that the children’s right to education was being 
obstructed by the absence of a school facility and that didn’t sit well 
with me”, she recalls.

As is the case in many districts, paralegals work closely with local 
leadership to foster good relations as well as provided the ever-needed 
assistance in issues that most village and ward level leaders cannot 
handle effectively because of their legal nature and implications. 
Seeing the pressing need for a sustainable solution to the schooling 
circumstances, Lulu approached the village chair and discussed with 
him the possibility of galvanizing a collective drive to build from scratch 
a school in the village and start small with lower classes while working 
towards a complete set-up. At first the idea seemed far-fetched to the 
chair however Lulu convinced him that if it were sold convincingly to 
the rest of the village no one would throw it out.

A frequent visitor to the village, Lulu is well-respected for her 
commitment to working with the community in other areas other 
than legal aid and education but also for frequently deliberating with 
residents on ways to improve their lives and social relations. “We were 
used to sending our kids to Mwankima because it was our only option, 
however she challenged us to think and act differently for the sake of 
our kids and that inspired a strong drive in us to accomplish what we 
didn’t think would be a reality”, says Tatu Magobogo, a local resident 
and parent.

The village leadership assembled the residents and floated the idea. A 

huge undertaking such as this naturally elicits feelings of doubt and 
to some that was the fact, however believers were more in numbers 
and from that first meeting the ball began to roll. Each family would 
contribute TShs.18,000 every month and the local neighbourhood 
watch team would canvass for the collections. This isn’t a large amount 
by ordinary consideration however Igundu is a community of peasants 
who earn their keep through rice farming and livestock rearing and 
with the seasons not always reliable even such a meager amount of 
money can often become burdensome. 

“We started with the foundation for two classrooms, a teachers’ 
office and washrooms and slowly built our way right through to the 
completed structure you see here”, says Emmanuel Lutego, the village 
chair pointing the fresh-looking building in front of us. “In 2018 work 
began on the second building and we anticipate that even though it’s a 
long journey we will have the school standing not too long from today. 
We received assistance from the government with roofing sheets and 
that made it possible for this first building to stand and accommodate 
the first batch of students”, he adds.

The school opened in January, 2020 for Standard One as the 
community continues to strive towards its growth which will eventually 
accommodate entire streams. Beleng’ayi, while overseeing Mwankima 
Primary School is also currently the only teacher at the new Igundu 
Primary School while efforts continue to formally register the school 
which will allow the government to send more teachers and thus bring 
to life the village’s dream of having a school right on its doorstep.

“It’s sheer delight for me and most importantly the bright outlook 
on the faces of the parents here. As a paralegal based in this district 
I understand the legal needs and aspirations of this community well 
and as a matter of fact I also know that if the children here can be 
guaranteed a good education then that’s a vital aspect for this village’s 
progress”, insists Lulu.

 Her view echoes LSF’s on-going commitment to provide local 
communities with a lifeline which translates into ordinary people across 
the country who are better equipped to improve their lives socially 
and economically so that they are ultimately positioned to overcome 
poverty. 

“..We started with the 
foundation for two 

classrooms, a teachers’ 
office and washrooms 

and slowly built our 
way right through..” 
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Mariamu Cheni

Mariamu Cheni, a mother of five, today lives contented in her compound with her eldest son 
and his younger siblings while her other son attends vocational college away. Her home in 
the village of Mazengo in the district of Chamwino, Dodoma is a hive of activity and her 
grandchildren play happily around. This might not have been the eventual scenario not too 
long ago because she was entangled in a matrimonial upheaval the stemmed from her husband’s 
intent to separate from her.
Out of the blue in 2007, she says, he told her that he no longer wanted to continue being 
married to her and that she had no right to property they gained together. A bitter episode of 
domestic conflicts immediately arose. “His decision hit me really hard and I found myself crying 
and wailing at times. Close acquaintances who knew about it attempted to intervene and even 
comfort me but to me it felt like the end of the world. One of the biggest questions that I had 
was what I would do with my children because he didn’t want anything to do with them; he 
had apparently met a woman and he was determined to head off with her”, says Mariamu.
Timotheo Ng’hambi is a well-respected local elder. As word of her predicament gained traction 
he also became aware and wasted no time reaching out to her in an attempt to calm her down 
and seek a sound solution. Being familiar with domestic issues brought to his attention and 
successfully addressed through legal redress, he contacted Rose Mhimbila who lives and works 
in the locality as a paralegal for consultation. She immediately visited Mariamu and took up the 
case. 
“When I met Mariamu she had already made her mind up to move on with her children. After 
gaining some insight into her plight I took her to the village executive where he wrote to her 
husband asking him to a consultation meeting, an invitation he turned down. A second attempt 
under the auspices of my regional mentor organization and the national women lawyers 
association also failed. He only relented when he was notified of the intent to involve the police. 

When I met 
Mariamu she had 
already made 
her mind up to 
move on with her 
children. After 
gaining some 
insight into her 
plight I took her 
to the village 
executive where 
he wrote to her 
husband asking him 
to a consultation 
meeting...

REJECTED BUT STILL STANDING WITH HER CHILDREN
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REJECTED BUT STILL STANDING WITH HER CHILDREN

At this point he pretty much figured what the consequences of 
his actions would be and he simply opted out and agreed to let 
her and their children use the land for farming and with that he 
withdrew himself completely from any family responsibility”, 
says Mhimbila. 
Mariamu was now faced with overseeing the entire family on her 
own and that meant she had to work twice as hard just to keep 
her domestic life afloat. “I’m lucky because my children have 
been tremendously supportive and they have understood that 
we are in this together for the long run. Things have generally 
gone well for us because from the land we have harvested and 
sold a variety of crops, put our energy together and even torn 
down our old, smaller home and replaced it with this larger 
dwelling. My other son is attending vocational training and 
his younger siblings are going to school worry-free; it’s been a 
major difference for us”, she says.
“This compound is fully owned by her having bought it and 
erected these two houses with the income she and her children 
generated from selling crops off the land formerly under conflict. 
She is a more resolute woman now and her life is very much on 
a straight path”, adds Mhimbila about Mariamu.
Her son, Noel, tells us while mixing red earth to make bricks, 
“The experience our father put us through was very difficult, 
but honestly we probably wouldn’t where we are today if it 

weren’t for the constant intervention of the paralegal. She has in 
fact become friends with mom and she often drops by to check 
on her; I have also been able to understand my rights as a result 
of the legal awareness that she availed to us during the course of 
the conflict. Life has improved and I’m in fact making bricks so 
that I can build mom a new kitchen”.
Mariamu’s experience didn’t end badly for her because help 
was at hand. The quick response of the paralegal allowed her 
to put her life together and with the unwavering support of her 
children she has fared well and wears a happy face. The drive she 
possesses means that she is building a foundation upon which 
extreme poverty will not haunt her family thus reinforcing 
LSF’s core objective of helping vulnerable women like her to 
get on the ladder of economic turn-around and become heroes 
in their communities.
“I’m indebted to Rose because she took me under her wings 
and opened my mind to know, understand and use my rights. 
When this tragedy struck I was all confused because I lived in a 
narrow world unaware of the possibilities that have the power 
to change things for the better. I have said openly that I will 
become a champion for legal awareness for other women here 
because I am a witness of what it can do”, sums up Mariamu. 

When this tragedy 
struck I was all confused 
because I lived in a 
narrow world unaware of 
the possibilities...
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Our parents were 
frail and as they 
approached the end 
of their lives my 
siblings and I took on 
the responsibilities 
to care for them...

Not too long ago tables were turned in the 
village of Nzali in Chamwino, Dodoma 
when a woman attempted to scheme off 
several acres of land from her family which 
had been left behind as inheritance when their 
parents died. “It was unheard off because at 
the time that our parents passed on she wasn’t 
even around to say the least but somehow 
she made a brazen claim that they called her 
in and handed over the land confidentially 
to her; impossible, simply impossible”, says 
William Mboru, an energetic, talkative man 
in his sixties.

“Our parents were frail and as they approached 
the end of their lives my siblings and I took 
on the responsibilities to care for them. At 
that time one of my younger sisters was 
married and for reasons best known to her 
she never set foot here to see our parents. Just 
before they died they spoke to us and laid out 
everything they needed to leave in our hands 
as inheritance including land that totals two-
and-a-half acres on which their graves lie 
today and another close to a hundred acres on 
which we grow crops. Strangely though this 
one sister concocted a claim that our parents 
had assigned to her all the land and that none 
of us had any claim to it”, recalls William.

A protracted legal battle ensued. Common 
occurrence has it that such conflicts are 
started by men because in most Tanzanian 
societies they are at the front of the queue and 
traditionally have an advantage over women 
but this was a different case; a woman was 
determined to tie her brothers and sisters in 
knots in an attempt to appropriate family land 
and sell it off. Her son had apparently floated 

to her the idea that because of the land’s 
proximity to the main road it would fetch a 
huge sum if sold and she immediately bought 
into the idea.

The local ward executive, Benedicto Noti, was 
informed and in handling the case he called in 
Shida Sasine and one other paralegal who live 
and work in the village and surrounding areas. 
“This issue had the hallmarks of a serious case 
and after examining it I was convinced it had 
to be attended to in court and that’s when I 
involved the paralegals because we work so 
well with them”, says the executive. 

The court ruled that the case wasn’t criminal 
and as such it should have been handled at 
the ward and village levels. Sasine and her 
colleague provided legal education and advice 
and contacted the village land council and 
carve out the land according to the number of 
family members. 

Today William’s sister lives in the family 
compound inside the very plot of land that she 
intended to acquire and sell off. “We have no 
problems with her whatsoever because we feel 
she had simply been overtaken by greed and 
was blinded to the fact that her scheme was 
impossible to pull off. Her marriage ended 
and we allowed her to return and live with 
us. She maintains a distance with us but that 
doesn’t bother me much because after all she 
was the source of the problem”, says William.

He explains that since the court battle ended 
they have cultivated corn, chickpeas and 
millet and with the proceeds of their land they 
are able to keep the family’s children in school 
and meeting many other vital needs at home. 

Life, he says, is trouble-free and that permits 
him and the rest of the family to remain 
focused on their agricultural pursuits year in 
year out.

“There’s the serious problem of our community 
not knowing and understanding the law and 
more importantly observing it. Those of us 
leading the cause of legal education and legal 
aid must remain at the forefront and never 
tire of helping vulnerable citizens that we 
live with. I believe that whenever we put our 
collective efforts together we will certainly 
build better communities and consequently a 
better society”, adds Sasine.

Noti reiterates that land presents the most 
common source of conflicts in the locality, 
however working side by side with vital 
stakeholders in justice especially paralegals 
has always helped solve even case that initially 
seemed too complex. Such developments 
reflect on the progressive role these men 
and women play in grassroots communities 
across the country helping deliver justice and 
exposing millions of people to their rights 
before the law. 

Readily-available legal aid and education 
promotes social cohesion and reduces the 
impact that poverty has on many rural 
communities which are at the centre of LSF’s 
countrywide Access to Justice programme. 
Like hundreds of others, William’s family 
today isn’t merely another positive statistic 
but more importantly a group of people better 
equipped to live free of conflict and with an 
open road to a happier tomorrow.   

GREED
THAT NEARLY SPLIT A FAMILY APART



7 OUR HEROES

Rural Dutwa ward is located a few kilometres 
north of Bariadi in Simiyu and is dotted with 
quite lively villages where herds of cattle can 
be seen almost in every direction and oxen 
pull carts along dusty roads. Life isn’t as paced 
as it is in the town of Bariadi where we have 
travelled from. We disembark outside the local 
paralegals’ office where we are met by our host 
Nimariki Boniface who heads the unit. After 
completing the usual formalities we sit and 
listen to him as he briefs us on Happy Robert 
story 

“Happy Robert lives just across the road from 
here with her mother, siblings and her two-
year old toddler Esther. Happy is now about 20 
years old and it hasn’t been too long since she 
was able to secure child maintenance from the 
father of her child”, Boniface tells us. “When 
her mother divorced their disabled father she 
left with six children and settled here where 
after a while she met another man and had one 
child with him. Her ex-husband’s disability 
and the general impoverishment the afflicts 
many people including him meant that he was 
and still is unable to provide for the six children 
which means the whole burden is in the hands 
of his ex-wife who relies on subsistence 
peasantry for a living. This situation played a 
significant role in what happened to Happy”, 
he adds.

Happy dropped out of school due to ill health 
and at 16 met a trader from Magu who 
pressured her into a relationship that eventually 
turned her into a teen mother contrary to her 
wishes.  

We ask Boniface to fetch Happy and her 
mother and a few minutes later they come 
through the door along with little Esther. her 
mother narrates the story confirming what 
Boniface had told us earlier. “Happy went 
through a very difficult time one because of 
her illness which eventually healed but also 
because of the pregnancy. This guy met her 
and was able to manipulate her immature 
mind and she ended up pregnant. I initially 
thought her illness had returned but I became 
more concerned when she became sick in the 
mornings and that’s when I took her to the 
dispensary and confirmed she was expecting. 
When we informed him about it he initially 
disappeared and we were compelled to involve 
our village chair who linked us with the 
paralegals. With their concerted efforts and 
guidance we were able to reach his family and 
he eventually agreed to provide support to 
Happy”, she tells us.

Happy manages a shy smile and adds, “I can’t 
quite say my life is perfect now but at least he 
provides for me and my child every month, 
it’s not much but I’m grateful. He also agreed 
to provide me with some capital with which 
I started selling onions and dried anchovies 
which help us put some food on the table. I live 
at home and our family is large, my siblings 
go to school and in essence it’s tough for us 
particularly for my mom but we do our best”.

Bahame Nhulo, the village chair says of 
the ordeal, “I worked very hard on this case 
because it was a sensitive issue; here was a 
very young girl from a very poor home and 
she was pregnant and pretty on her own. 

a hard and painful lesson
Looking back 

at my personal 
journey I urge 

young girls not to 
allow their minds 

to be twisted 
around...

AT A YOUNG AGE

It paints terrible picture when a 
grown young man proceeds to 
land a naïve girl in serious difficult 
and then abandon her. I’m grateful 
for the readiness and commitment 
of the paralegals who guided me 
and the victim’s mother through 
all the fine points of the law until 
we finally were able to secure 
child maintenance for Happy and 
her daughter. It’s been rewarding 
even though she still has quite a 
mountain to climb”.

The involvement of the paralegals 
in this case proved crucial from the 
onset and their excellent relations 
with the village leadership ensured 
Happy’s painful experience doesn’t 
define who she is today. She 
represents the core of beneficiaries 
that LSF’s Access to Justice 
programme targets. Stories similar 
to Happy’s play themselves out 
around the country however 
the presence and readiness of 
paralegals plays a significant role 
in safeguarding their rights and 
helping them restart their lives with 
hope and confidence.

“Looking back at my personal 
journey I urge young girls not to 
allow their minds to be twisted 
around. I was deceived and I simply 
didn’t have the wits to fight off and 
stand my ground, but that is all 
in the past now and it’s given me 
lessons for the future. I intend to 
work harder for my child and one 
day help her live a more comfortable 
life and I’m very grateful for the 
assistance rendered to me by the 
paralegals; it’s given me another 
chance at life”, concludes Happy. 
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According to the LSF 2019 annual report, 
a  total of 3,848 inheritance disputes were 
brought to paralegals and 2,318 inheritance 
cases were reported by women. Out of 
disputes reported by women, 1,280 (55%) 
was resolved and 781 (34%) women reported 
to secure their properties. As it was in the 
other previous years, land and land-related 
properties were the most reported cases and 
secured properties. Everyday paralegals are 
dealing with land issues and most of these 
cases are between women against the deceased 
husbands’ relatives, who believe according 
to culture women are not entitled to own 
properties. 

In the village of Mungushi in beautiful 
Hai District in Kilimanjaro things weren’t 
so beautiful for Anna Munisi who rightly 
anticipated inheriting matrimonial property 
following the loss of her husband in 2008. 
Her late husband’s relatives intent on laying 
claim to property she accumulated with him 
prevented her from accessing it. “I took my 
case to the village executive here and after 
hearing it he referred me to the district offices 
where I was put in touch with the paralegals’ 
office”, she says.

Asha Mpay was at the time of Anna’s ordeal 
the village executive that first received her. 
“Anna’s situation wasn’t an uncommon one 
around here because traditionally women 
remain sidelined in regard to inheriting 
property after the death of a husband. I fully 
understood the need to help her especially 
because she was left with very young children 
who needed to go to school along with other 
vital needs and as a matter of fact a very solid 
foundation for their future was a paramount 
need. I often worked with the paralegal 

organization on a wide variety of issues and 
when her issue came up I didn’t hesitate to 
contact Assenga because I knew there were 
legal issues that needed to be addressed to help 
Anna win her rights”, she explains. 

Eutropia Assenga, the paralegal who attended 
to Anna guided her through the entire legal 
process all along helping build her confidence 
because she understood the often immense 
challenges widows encounter when they 
need to stand up against determined in-laws. 
At stake was a house and farmland which 
formed the foundation of her livelihood and 
vital guarantees for the future of her children. 
“I took Anna under my wing and provided 
every piece of guidance because there were 
certain mandatory aspects of the inheritance 
claims process that she wasn’t aware of. I 
asked her to provide her late husband’s death 
certificate, minutes from the clan meeting to 
determine inheritors as well as the names of 
close relatives helping her through the process. 
After providing these important documents I 
informed her that probate and administration 
of estates cases are heard in the primary court 
so I accompanied her to court where she 
successfully lodged her claim. As required 
by law her application was publicized and 
there being no objection after the appointed 
period she was awarded her property in the 
presence of witnesses. I have absolute delight 
in the successful end to her ordeal and my call 
is for our traditional communities to abandon 
archaic customs particularly those that benefit 
men at the cost of women. People need to 
understand that everyone has equal rights and 
these rights must be respected”, says Assenga. 

“I successfully reclaimed two plots of farmland, 
an acre here in the village and another one 

located at Kambi ya Nyuki not too far from 
here. I also secured a house around which are 
plantain and banana plots up in the hills. You 
see before my father-in-law died he wrote 
in his will designating these properties as my 
inheritance, however my in-laws weren’t 
willing to honour that will”, she says. 

Today Anna is a picture of confidence and 
she exudes plenty of charm. With the years 
of uncertainty and difficulty now long behind 
her she looks more settled and looking to the 
future with renewed hope. She is one of many 
women who could have lost more than their 
husband but the fact that legal aid wasn’t far 
away gave her a fighting chance that she fully 
took and reaped huge benefits both for her 
personally and for her children. LSF’s Access 
to Justice programme has placed and maintains 
in every district the essential presence of 
ordinary men and women whose work as 
paralegals actively providing solutions to 
everyday predicaments that would otherwise 
deprive many especially women of their social 
and economic rights.  

She is building her life daily and preparing her 
children’s futures. “On the farmland I grow 
corn and beans in addition to the plantain 
and banana plants, and right here I also run a 
small shop. There’s also a pigsty with several 
animals and along with that I raise chickens all 
of which provide vital help for me here. One 
of my children is at university, one is in Form 
Three and the last one is in Standard Seven 
and from the crops that I grow and sell I pay 
their fees. My hopes for the future are bright 
because I have restored what belonged to me 
and I have the freedom to use these resources 
for my family”, she adds.

“I took my case to the village executive 
here and after hearing it he referred me 
to the district offices where I was put in 
touch with the paralegals’ office...”

WHEN CUSTOMS CRUMBLED 
BEFORE THE LAW 
AND A WOMAN TRIUMPHED



9 OUR HEROES

WHEN CHILD MARRIAGE 

Zainabu Mshetwa, 16, from rural Kahama in Shinyanga today makes 
school uniforms from a sewing machine that she received when she 
completed a three-month tailoring course in Musoma. Her present 
situation, however, probably would have been any other, we don’t 
know, but she might as well have remained a married teenager today. 
Child marriage isn’t uncommon in these parts of the country and 
like many other young girls of school age like her it didn’t happen 
by her will but rather her father decided for her. This and numerous 
other suppressive traditions continuously deny girls the possibilities of 
becoming who they want to in future and in essence withholding their 
full rights. Additionally, they suffocate opportunities to access these 
rights which are the cornerstone of the Access to Justice programme 
that LSF implements countrywide. 

At 14 her young life took an unfortunate turn one day while she was 
away at a wedding and two young men arrived at her family home. 
One had accompanied his friend whose the aim of his visit was none 
other than to make known his desire to marry her. Her father who 
was home at the time informed them that she was away and that they 
would be welcome to return when she is back. “When I returned 
home from the wedding my mother came to me and informed me 
that a marriage proposal for me had been put forward but I simply 
kept quiet. My mother protested this decision telling my father that I 
was too young to be married but he wasn’t having any of it. I however 
came to make my position known that I didn’t want to get married. I 
remember my mother and I travelled to Maswa and behind our backs 
my father accepted five heads of cattle as dowry and went so far as to 
move the animals away from home. When we returned he ordered me 
to move to my suitor but when I refused he forced me out and I had 
to go”, recalls Zainabu.

She lived with the man for four months that she only describes as 
absolute hell – intercourse against her and beatings when she didn’t 
submit became regular features of her life. Fearing for her life she 
returned home but her husband withheld her belongings in an attempt 
to maintain a degree of control over her. 

Lulu Abdallah, the paralegal who led us to Zainabu says the case was 
brought her attention by neighbours. “Neighbours who saw her 
suffering contacted me and explained what was taking place and so 
before even involving her mother I took the initiative to work on 
the matter and try to extricate her from that terrible situation. The 

man that married her was 25 years-old and he treated her in a nasty 
manner. It was also claimed that he smoked marijuana and whenever 
he got high he turned onto her. So with the help of my colleagues 
we summon the man in a bid to address the matter and eventually 
end the marriage but he wouldn’t budge. We however succeeded in 
getting both sets of parents together however Zainabu’s father was less 
cooperative. We persisted against huge odds but finally we were able 
to separate them and she returned home”, she explains.

Zainabu was medically examined and she was found to be healthy and 
not expecting. The man’s family then demanded their dowry back 
but weren’t successful because Abdallah and her colleagues stood firm 
and told them that the marriage was illegal from the onset and for that 
matter they couldn’t redeem the dowry. 

Kabula Sagalala, Zainabu’s mother, says, “My husband left with the 
dowry cattle and settled in Mpanda with his other wives leaving me 
to take care of every family need – food, the children’s schooling, 
clothing and everything else all on my own. I work the land that my 
sister has apportioned me and that’s how we live on a daily basis”.

Last year a circular was distributed in the ward alerting the public 
about an upcoming programme for girls between the ages of 14 and 
18 that would provide them with skills training for personal economic 
empowerment. When the programme finally kicked off Abdallah says 
she made arrangement to enroll Zainabu and help her build her future. 
She was accepted onto the programme and went off to be trained as a 
tailor. The programme later provided each girl with a sewing machine 
which we found Zainabu using when we visited her. 

Her outlook for the future? “I didn’t want to get married and now 
I’m enjoying my work. I use my skills to make school uniforms and 
ordinary clothes which I sell and the money we get from them helps us 
take care of everyday needs such as food and also importantly buying 
medicine when one of us falls ill. My biggest need is fabric which if 
I can acquire easily will allow me to do more work”, she says shyly. 

Abdallah calls on parents to prioritize the welfare of their children 
particularly girls and suppress the strong elements of greed that often 
put young girls’ lives at risk. Girls also need to learn to stand firm, she 
says, and never relegate their dreams. 

LOST TO A SEWING MACHINE

 didn’t want to 
get married and 

now I’m enjoying 
my work. I use 

my skills to make 
school uniforms 

and ordinary 
clothes...
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THIRTY FIVE WOMEN

In the District of Kakonko in Kigoma 35 charming, hospitable women belong to Upendo Jamii, 
an entrepreneurial group that was formed in 2008 for the purpose of uplifting its members 
economically and along the way collectively tackle the challenges of poverty that women often 
experience at a higher rate than men. Over the years the group has raised chickens to grow its 
members’ incomes but that project was terminated following a pandemic that wiped out their 
entire flock. Today the women knit decorations on bed sheets, sew, sell a variety of goods at the 
marketplace and also grow kidney beans on 3 acres of land that they own. An attempt to snatch 
the group’s rightful ownership to their land brought them to the doorstep of WASHEKA, the 
local paralegal organization’s office.
Every three years the group elects a new chair and in 2017, one year after the new leader 
assumed office a period of turmoil began to unravel after the outgoing chair refused to hand 
over office credentials in respect of ownership of the 3 acres of land. Efforts to follow up on 
the important documents were met with claims that they were lost or burned in a small fire 
accident in her home. “Having spent an entire year going back and forth we finally sought 
advice on what precisely to do. One group member’s husband is a paralegal at WASHEKA; he 
was very helpful and he asked us over to their office. The troublesome former chair was called 
in and we were advised to report the issue to the police, however at the police station we learnt 
that taking that route would prolong the matter so we instead returned the case to the paralegal 
organization”, says Bertha Munyogwa, the group’s loans officer.
Back at the WASHEKA office the former chair was made aware of the legal consequences of 
her actions which convinced her enough to yield. Not too long afterwards she returned the land 
ownership credentials which the members discovered were not the original copies that they 
signed when they purchased the land. Immediate efforts were made to locate the person who 

We have 
created a 
very strong 
bond among 
ourselves and 
this provides 
plenty of 
support both 
emotionally 
and 
financially...

ONE STRENGTH AND ONE SPIRIT
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ONE STRENGTH AND ONE SPIRIT

sold them the land so that he could rewrite the sale agreement. 
He was reached in a neighbouring district and the group sent 
representatives over for the new documents. 
Bernadeta Nkoronko, one of paralegals that helped the women 
says, “We arranged for the new documents to be handed over 
formally and that spelled the end of the wrangle. Prior to that 
the issue had taken several turn because it was clear the former 
chair had no intent to avail the documents and she was keen to 
appropriate the land for her personal gains. This was unlawful 
and could have had serious consequences for her something she 
finally grasped and acted accordingly. I’m delighted that our 
office played a crucial role in resolving this predicament in an 
amicable manner and that now these women are moving ahead 
with their plans uninterrupted”. 
“As we speak we have casual workers preparing the land for the 
impending planting season and we intend to grow beans again 
because last year our crop wasn’t successful due to heavy rains. 
We harvested 18 cans and sold 14 of them at TSh.40,000 each 
keeping 4 as seed for this season. These positive steps wouldn’t 
have materialized had we failed to reclaim our right”, adds 
Munyogwa.
The group’s current chair, Evodia Kayago, says that they are 
encouraged by the spirit that exists among the members which 
pushes them to accomplish more and never give up. “We have 
created a very strong bond among ourselves and this provides 
plenty of support both emotionally and financially. We access 
loans that allow us to pay for our children’s school fees as well as 
address any other vital issues that come up from time to time in 
our homes”, she tells us.
Adelina Wilson, a member says that belonging to such a group 
is vital because women have numerous needs that under normal 
circumstances require an extra hand to address. “I have learnt to 

knit designs on bed sheets and when I sell them I’m able to repay 
the loan that I will have taken out to purchase the sheets and 
rolls of wool after providing for my family’s daily needs. I urge 
other women to join these groups because in here your mind 
is exposed to new ideas and it’s stretched to think beyond the 
usual. When we didn’t have the land ownership documents it 
felt very uneasy but the help that paralegals extended to us gave 
us our right back and since then each member has benefitted 
from the crops that we have been growing and selling”, she 
concludes.

Upendo Jamii represents thousands of other women’s groups 
across the country which in addition to receiving legal aid 
from time to time frequently access legal education too. Under 
LSF’s Access to Justice programme paralegals also empower 
such women’s groups by providing them with vital knowledge 
and skills necessary for running their affairs. These efforts 
are a deliberate bid to unite women in endeavours to uplift 
themselves economically and help build a better, stronger 
society that knows, respects, protects and promotes women’s 
and girls’ rights.

..As we speak we have casual 
workers preparing the land for the 
impending planting season and we 

intend to grow beans again...
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I  HEARD  IT  OVER 
THE RADIO 
AND WROTE DOWN 
THE NUMBER
To ensure LSF’s Access to Justice programme 
reaches every corner of this vast country 
towards the end of 2019 the organization 
sought to employ an additional channel 
through which to reach more people more 
effectively. With thousands of people 
everywhere seeking legal redress and 
daily realizing their own need for legal 
empowerment, getting onto the airwaves 
was always one of the most effective means 
for reaching the masses. Since then the good, 
old radio has become a permanent tool for 
outreach and to enable its use community 
radio stations across the country have become 
LSF’s vital partners.  To date LSF has access 
to up to 30 community radio stations which 
provide an essential connection between 
rural communities and the outside world 
and more importantly they act as highly 
useful information points including for legal 
education particularly in areas that pause 
geographical challenges. 

With some 6,000 paralegals operating in 
170 districts and administrative councils 
hundreds of thousands of everyday people, 
in particular women, who face everyday 
problems routinely benefit from legal aid and 
education. Depending on the circumstances 
of a particular area, paralegals apply a variety 
of means through which they avail legal 
services; from village gatherings, home visits, 
public events including commemorative days 
to visits to markets they make huge efforts 
to reach people who would otherwise not 
benefit from these crucial services.   

LSF’s internal data shows that on average 
across the country 65,000 people have access 
to legal aid services annually of whom 61% 
are women, and over 4 million people have 
been reached through legal education alone 
54% of whom are women. This investment in 
radio use provides paralegals with additional  
platform to empower millions of ordinary 
citizens through dedicated radio segments, 
live interviews, on-air question & answer 
sessions and other targeted messages all aimed 
at ensuring everyday justice reaches the 
everyday person who is often overwhelmed 
with everyday legal problems. 

It was by way of a radio programme that Iniki 
Kinyamagoha, a physically-disabled woman 
in her sixties, eventually received legal aid. On 
a cold morning in Makambako, Njombe we 

were led by Justina Mengele, a locally-based 
paralegal to Iniki’s home and afterwards to 
her small outlet from which she knits woolen 
sweaters. After helping her out of wheelchair 
she sat on behind her knitting machine and 
briefly demonstrated to us how it functions. 
“This is my mainstay and it’s what enables me 
to put food on my table and pay my rent”, she 
told us in a humble voice. Iniki is oldest of 
four siblings and she said her parents brought 
them up well and before they died they left 
her land on which to grow crops and support 
herself especially due to her disability. 

Trouble began almost immediately after 
the passing of her parents, she said. “I asked 
my younger brothers to help find someone 
interested in renting land for cultivation so 
that I could earn some money from it; they 
did find such a person but instead they kept 
the money and eventually sold some of my 
land”, Iniki told us, adding, “I reported the 
matter to our local government office and 
when the older of the two was called in he 
claimed our parents left the land to him and 
not me. This situation caused a protracted war 
of words among us”.

Ice FM, a local radio station regularly features 
Makambako-based paralegals on their weekly 
programmes and one afternoon as Iniki 
worked her machine while her handheld 
radio was on she heard an interview and 
discussions on a broad variety of everyday 
legal issues. At the end of the programme the 
host put out a number through which the 
public could contact the paralegals. “I called 
the number and they called me back but when 
I told them that I needed to visit their office 
they asked where I was and when I directed 

them they told me they would come to me 
which they did that very day. From that 
point they took up my case right through my 
ward office and when my younger brother 
was summoned, after a prolonged game of 
chicken he eventually confessed his errant 
ways and released the land to me. It had 
dawned upon him that serious consequences 
weren’t very far from him. Getting help from 
the paralegals sped up the entire process. With 
my land back in my possession I hire casual 
labourers to cultivate it, because obviously I’m 
not as mobile as everyone else, and I grow 
corn and beans to enable me to afford my 
needs”, Iniki explained to us.

Paralegal Justina Mengele making a point 
about this story highlighted the need for the 
broader society to respect and protect the 
rights of people with disabilities and not to 
turn them into victims of their disadvantages 
as was the case in Iniki’s tale. “I urge respect 
for human rights including the rights of 
women with disabilities to improve their own 
economic situations as opposed to building 
walls against them and confining them to 
poverty because they can’t defend themselves 
as easily as everyone else. The rights of every 
individual matter equally”, she added.

This interesting encounter with radio 
outreach illustrates the expanding parameter 
of legal aid and education more crucially 
how quickly help can reach people in need 
of legal solutions. This ordinary but reliable 
tool continues to ensure people of all calibres 
can access justice thus reinforcing the need for 
sustainable legal services that LSF’s Access to 
Justice programme is designed to respond to 
across the country.  
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The fight against gender-based violence is 
everyone’s responsibility. In 2019 LSF has 
recorded 23% disputes nearly to quarter of 
total reported disputes were associated with 
gender-based violence. The GBV cases were 
13,591 with male 2,811 and 10,780 females 
reported to paralegals, which is 79% of total 
GBV cases, which shows that women are 
most affected by GBV.

In the Malagarasi neighbourhood of Kibondo 
in Kigoma Hadija Selemani earns her living 
and takes care of her six children as a cook at 
a nearby secondary school. The family lives in 
a small two-bedroom house that she managed 
to build through mere grit and determination 
which by local standards is a far cry from 
her previous dwelling which sits adjacent to 
the new one thus providing a sharp contrast 
between her past and her present.   

Hadija explains why her present life picture 
looks the way it is: “I was married in Ngara 
where honestly I lived a dreadful life because 
of the horrible abuse I suffered in the hands 
of my husband. I considered my situation and 
figured out that if I continued to live there 
I would probably end up dead, so I made 
the decision leave but not with my children. 
Behind me my children never went to school 
and instead were left to live aimlessly. My 
husband met and married another woman 
and relocated elsewhere leaving the children 
to fend for themselves and in many cases they 

had to be given food by neighbours. They 
were seven when I left however one fell ill 
and as a result later died”.

Hadija was informed of her child’s death and 
when she went back to attend the funeral 
and burial, she says, she was overwhelmed 
with pity over her other children especially 
the condition she found them in and decided 
to take them all with her and returned to 
Kibondo. Not long after her return her 
husband tracked her down and demanded 
that she return the children and that’s when 
she sought help from her local ward office. 
Realizing the legal nature of the tussle the 
office contacted Adrian Eustace, a locally-
based paralegal, who took up the case. Her 
husband had sent two people to collect the 
children and when this was made known to 
Eustace he confronted them on legal grounds 
and told them that that was a custody case and 
only the children’s parents could be involved 
and in any case the children themselves were 
old enough to make a choice as to who they 
wanted to live with. 

Her husband continued his intimidation 
including filing false charges against her 
accusing her of abducting the children and 
taking them out of school thus causing her to 
live under constant fear of arrest after knowing 
that the police were looking for her. When 
the case landed at the paralegal office they 
sought to explore it in its entirety including 

addressing allegations of physical abuse that 
she suffered in order to build a stronger case 
in her favour as the victim. 

“Hadija’s situation had more than one 
dimension and because it had elements of 
abuse we referred her to the police first who 
would interrogate her and recommend her 
for any treatment if necessary. Her physical 
health was fine and what we wanted to know 
was the one thing she desired the most and 
she told us that the custody of her six children 
was paramount. Her former village authorities 
in Ngara confirmed the tumultuous marriage 
she experienced; we then proceeded to 
contact her husband and asked him over 
for consultation however he had heard that 
Hadija had been to the police and that caused 
him to yield and agree to let go of the children 
for fear of being prosecuted”, Eustace told us.  

Hadija today says even though it’s not easy 
to take care of the children single-handedly 
but she is to a large degree content that all 
her children live under the same roof with 
her. She adds that her husband has cut-off all 
communication with her and has removed 
himself completely from providing for the 
children but that, she says, increases her 
determination to continue furnishing a more 
decent future for all her children. “I thank God 
that I have made quite a stride and whatever 
my job yields I bring home and share it with 
my children”, she adds.

Eustace sums up this situation by saying that 
many women and children around Kibondo 
experience difficulties just as Hadija and her 
children but they remain silent perhaps out 
of fear or not knowing where to turn to, 
however legal aid and education available free 
of charge provide an ever-ready route out 
of such grim circumstances. Hadija has been 
able to turn her life around because she was 
determined to seek justice for her children by 
way of winning her right to live with them 
and prevent them from continuing to live in 
poverty without any hope.

Hadija’s story is a reflection of timely 
and effective access to justice and more 
importantly it provides an example of how an 
empowered, poor woman can rise to become 
a heroine to her children and a model for 
resilience in times of tumult. 

A SINGLE MOTHER OF SIX 
AND ONE DETERMINED SPIRIT

“..Hadija’s situation had 
more than one dimension 

and because it had 
elements of abuse...”
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In the dust-clad village of Lugala in the rural 
district of Malinyi in Morogoro, Baituna 
Mwilenga, an elderly widow in her 80s has 
endured a difficult life made worse by an 
infirmity of her legs that has rendered her 
unable to walk. In her lifetime she had two 
children of whom one survives and has 
unfortunately been the source of her tragic 
life.

“The house I live in was built by a close 
relative, and I have called it home for many 
years. Along with this house I had about 11 
acres of land on which my son cultivated rice”, 
says Baituna.

Clouds of trouble began to form after her legs 
developed numbness and gradually paralyzed 
leaving her unable to work the land and run 
her own home. Hashim, her son who lived 
with her met a woman, married her and 
left thus bringing an end to all manner of 
assistance to her, leaving her to fend for herself 
and several grandchildren she lived with. 
Her advanced age and failing health made 
it impossible for the family to meet its needs 
and maintain Baituna’s upkeep. Neighbours 
and close relatives stepped in regularly and 
through their charity she managed to get by 
albeit with immense difficulty.

When Hashim abandoned her he also took 
over the rice fields which he cultivated, 
harvested and sold the rice without extending 
any semblance of assistance to her. With the 
hardship growing, Hashim’s son, Omary, and 
his cousin who lived in the neighbouring 
district of Kilombero took the decision to 
relocate to Lugala to live with Baituna and 
care for her. To be able to do this they had to 
farm the same fields that belonged to her but 

were now being used by Hashim. This move 
one afternoon resulted in a serious physical 
confrontation between Hashim and his son 
Omary due to the fact that Hashim didn’t 
want them to set foot on the land.

Malinyi Paralegal Unit (MPU), the small 
local organization that provides legal aid 
and education held one of its regular public 
meetings in the village grounds around the 
same time that the conflict prevailed. Among 
the few cases brought before the paralegals 
that day was this unfortunate experience. 
Omary and his cousin put the case before 
them and the paralegals immediately set to 
work to help Baituna access her land and 
have the chance to live a decent life in her 
twilight years. They wrote Hashim asking 
him to their office to discuss the case which 
he did. Baituna also attended the meeting 
carried by her grandsons the short distance to 
the paralegals’ office. After a pin-pointed legal 
awareness session and a relatively contentious 
discussion Hashim agreed to hand the land 
back to his mother which she immediately 
passed to her grandsons. On a set date local 
leaders and paralegals were witnesses to the 
handover following which Omary and his 
cousin cultivated late into the season and 
harvested about almost 12 sacks of rice now 
kept in the village barn across the road from 
Baituna’s house.  

“Some of the sacks of rice that we have 
harvested will provide us and our grandmother 
with food and we will sell the rest and reinvest 
the money in the coming rice season. This is 
important because it is our primary source of 
livelihood”, explains Omary.

MPU chairman, Rashid Kiding’a says land 

issues come up more frequently than any other 
around Malinyi. “Our work is fundamentally 
a lifeline for people around here who simply 
can’t enjoy the benefits of their inherent 
rights including land ownership. Baituna’s 
case demonstrates the frequent difficulties 
women face particularly in being recognized 
as rightful owners of valuable property. Our 
satisfaction now lies in seeing this old, frail 
woman looking confident and content now 
that she has her farmland back in her hands; 
this is what we work for everyday”.

Baituna’s experience, though bitter, paints 
a picture of ordinary, disadvantaged citizens 
whose daily struggles to attain justice that 
many take for granted are being successfully 
upended by men and women who work to 
provide legal aid and education across the 
country. Their work, enabled by LSF through 
its Access to Justice programme, allows 
women, children and men to learn about their 
rights and seek effective ways of benefitting 
from them something that for many years 
was a distant dream. During her ordeal, 
Baituna was consigned to a life of extreme 
impoverishment made dire by the fact that she 
had no access to her agricultural land and her 
son on whom she depended abandoned her.

“I’m enormously delighted that at least now 
I have ever-present help and the assurance 
of food. My son farmed and harvested huge 
amounts of rice but I never saw a grain. I’m 
thankful for my grandsons without whom my 
life would be far worse. I must also say that the 
valuable help I received from the paralegals 
has been the source of my peace”, Baituna says 
in a shaky but relieved voice.

OLD BUT DETERMINED
A DISABLED WOMAN WINS BACK HER PRIZED FARM LAND 
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A COMMUNITY unites  

..Their story is one of triumph against 
a giant with more influence and deep 

pockets... 

In numerous cases paralegals provide legal aid to individuals with very 
successful outcomes, in Lundo we have come across a situation where 
the efforts of paralegals have led to a collective communal effort to 
accomplish a positive end.

The granite strewn hills around the shores of Lake Nyasa in 
southwestern Tanzania provide a backdrop to the remote village of 
Lundo. Here stories of crocodiles in the deep streams that meander 
around the rice fields can make the hairs on one’s back stand however 
tragic incidences are few and far between. On a hot Sunday afternoon, 
we arrived at Lundo village where our host, Jacob Ngonyani a local 
paralegal, welcomes us and introduces us to the group who are some of 
the residents of the village.

Their story is one of triumph against a giant with more influence 
and deep pockets. Over twenty years ago the Anglican Diocese of 
Ruvuma entered into an agreement with the village to hire 101 acres 
of its communal land to farm sugarcane and build a sugar factory. This 
agreement remained favourable to the villagers until the point down 
the road where the diocese figured out that its plan was no longer 
feasible and opted to change the use of the land into a hire scheme. 
Under this new direction villagers who had anticipated employment 
opportunities and substantial loyalties to the village were suddenly 
being offered the same land for hire at an annual fee of Sh.75,000 that 
every farming individual was now required to pay to the diocese. 

The local paralegal organization, aware of the conflict especially 
because it was a major development, sought to extend legal education 
to generate broad awareness among villagers with the aim to galvanize 
sufficient public strength to enable the village to reclaim the land. 
Zakaria Kambanga, a leading figure in the effort recalls the process: 
“Following the enlightenment we received over time by way of legal 
empowerment we made the conscious decision to come together 
and begin our struggle from the village level right up to the District 
Commissioner’s office. When the District Commissioner took up the 
case and reviewed its entire course he came to the conclusion that the 

land must be returned fully to the village. From that point onwards 
every farming villager was allocated a portion for which they pay 
a royalty of just Sh.10,000 a year, money that goes into communal 
development initiatives including the building of a new village 
office. Crucially we now harvest an average of twenty rice bags per 
portion which sell for up to Sh.200,000 each thus enabling us to not 
only provide for our families but also have sufficient money for our 
children’s school fees”.

This collective approach spearheaded by paralegals is commended 
by Stahimili Ngongi, the local social development officer, who in 
addition to tracing her involvement in the efforts to return the land 
into the hands of the villagers points to the constructive and tireless 
legal awareness work the paralegals have been engaged in over the 
years. “If you examine the statistics from seven years ago when I 
started work here you will notice a significant decline in domestic 
cases where from five cases a week we now receive about two in a 
month. This is attributed to the widespread empowerment they impart 
on our community on a regular basis that sheds light on our social and 
economic rights. Perceptions of equality have also changed drastically; 
if today were a working day you would have seen men working 
alongside women here something that was never easily possible a few 
years ago”, she explains.

On-going legal aid and education services around the country that 
have been more robust since LSF initiated its programme that provides 
access to justice to everyday people who normally cannot afford 
such services have uplifted many communities both socially and 
economically. The opportunities that now are accessible to the residents 
of Lundo provide them with a more solid foundation upon which they 
will be able to confront poverty head-on and crucially transform their 
fortunes. This speaks loudly to the vital role that paralegals play in the 
lives of ordinary people, giving them a real chance at a better future for 
them and their families.

“We have traditionally worked closely with our community and local 
leadership and a case like this one is the fruit of everyone’s sweat. The 
fact that our services are free means more people can access them 
and our commitment to increasing legal awareness remains steadfast 
because we see the remarkable impact of this noble work”, concludes 
Ngonyani. 

AGAINST A GIANT...
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Zalia Ali’s sister was a passenger on a bus 
travelling from Mbeya to Mbarali when in the 
course of conversations among passengers she 
overheard another passenger explaining where 
and how to get legal aid. Before disembarking 
she asked for the passenger’s phone number 
and that was the beginning of the end of 
Zalia’s marital nightmare.
Zalia was married in 2011 and became the 
fourth wife in what would eventually turn out 
to be a tumultuous marriage. She describes her 
early married years as blissful having been able 
to own a pharmacy, a mobile money agent 
outlet and trading in rice. “We lived very 
happily however after a while his behaviour 
began to change; there were days when he 
wouldn’t return home and when he did I 
would endure beatings. He stopped providing 
upkeep and along with our son we also lived 
with two of his other seven children and that 
meant life turned into a living hell”, she says of 
her ex-husband. 
They were married under Islamic law and 

when she saw that the situation was getting 
worse by the day she consulted a sheikh who 
went over to their home and spoke with her 
husband at length but to avail. He eventually 
abandoned her and the children sometimes 
not returning home for up to a week thus 
forcing Zalia into no other way but to report 
him to the police and then to social services 
because even food was now hard to come 
by. Her father offered to help her with food 
which sustained them for some time. At social 
services Zalia asked to take her child and leave 
to return to her parents but he still managed 
to report falsely to the police claiming she had 
disappeared with their child. When she was 
summoned to court she explained her situation 
but for some reason, she says, he won the case.
Edison Mwakyembe, who leads the local 
paralegal organization in Mbarali, was 
the passenger on the bus that Zalia’s sister 
overheard giving out information on legal 
aid. After arriving home she gave Zalia the 
number and insisted that she call and speak 

We lived 
very happily 
however after 
a while his 
behaviour 
began to 
change; there 
were days when 
he wouldn’t 
return home...

A PHONE NUMBER 
THAT LED TO A NEW 
DIRECTION 
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to Mwakyembe. “Zalia informed me over the phone that she 
endured severe abuse at home and a host of other mistreatments 
and I asked her to meet with me so we could find the most 
effective way of helping her. It was important to first establish 
whether she understood her basic rights and I soon confirmed 
that she was confident enough to defend herself in court which 
would be very helpful once she fully understood her rights. This 
allowed me to build her capacity by coaching her on what to 
say and how to respond to questions without fear or panic”, says 
Mwakyembe.
The most crucial outcome that was being pursued was an 
amicable end to the marriage, custody of her child and a fair 
share of matrimonial property to allow Zalia to lead her own 
life free of abuse and pain. When court day arrived she was 
able to put her case successfully before the judge and with the 
prior assistance from Mwakyembe she won the case and was 
subsequently awarded custody of the child while her ex-husband 
was ordered to provide Tsh.30,000 in upkeep every month. 
Further to that, she received a 50/50 share of all property that they 
owned together, something that he objected to and appealed. 
“The fact that we as paralegals cannot make a representation in 
court meant that an advocate had to be engaged. We therefore 
requested pro bono help from the Mbeya chapter of the 

Tanganyika Law Society (TLS) who assigned a lawyer to work 
with her. We were delighted because the advocate successfully 
argued on her behalf and her ex-husband’s appeal was struck 
down thus allowing her awards to stand”, explains Mwakyembe.
Today Zalia has moved on and is rebuilding her life one day at a 
time. “I intend to buy a plot of land and build a new house; I’m 
considering starting a small business but along with that I want 
to also focus on rice farming which is our mainstay around here. 
In doing all these things the welfare of my child remains my 
priority. I urge other women not to lose hope even if getting 
help may seem difficult. Were it not for the chance encounter 
that my sister had with the paralegal I would never have known 
that justice is accessible”, Zalia concludes.
Her story provides yet more insight into the effectiveness of 
legal services even in the most unlikely settings. From the 
moment her sister took the paralegal’s number right through 
the tempestuous path that her ordeal took to the involvement of 
the advocate the path that justice took to liberate her was long 
but worth it. She will go on to start afresh but a more confident 
woman because access to justice was extended to her right on 
time thus reinforcing LSF’s objective of seeing downtrodden 
women being able to rise up and shake off the vestiges of 
poverty and abuse.  
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One of the three main thoroughfares out of 
the town of Songea heads south towards the 
town of Mbinga where soft-spoken Helena 
Kantimbo welcomes us into her quiet home 
situated on the upper side of the street. Her 
backyard is a hive of activity where several 
other women gather to produce home-
made soap bars that they distribute to small 
shops around the town. This small enterprise 
is Helena’s brainchild, a deliberate group 
initiative designed to increase her income and 
that of other women who need to enhance 
their small fortunes. In addition to soap-
making these women also raise chickens to 
supplement their income.

“This business has been a remarkable help to 
me in the obvious sense that I’m now able to 
earn income that allows me to run my life and 
also engage in other worthwhile activities 
all because of this house that is back in my 
hands”, says Helena with a grin.

The house she is referring to was at the centre 
of a protracted conflict that threatened to 
turn her life upside down. She was married 
in 1991 and lived happily until 2005 when 
her life began to be rocked by her husband’s 
unreasonable behaviour that included 
beatings, humiliation and death threats. He 
persistently demanded they sold the house 
which she refused to do and that elicited 
further abuse forcing her to return and live 
with her parents.

One of her husband’s close friends was Daniel 
Chindengwike, a local paralegal, to whom 
he went and narrated the conflict. “Helena’s 
husband informed me that she had left and 
he didn’t know why, but when I examined 
the matter having spoken to both of them I 
discovered that she had left complaining of 
beatings and being pressured to sell the house 

they shared. I also learned that she built the 
house before they were married thus making 
it her own property. Repeated efforts to 
dissuade her husband from demanding the 
house be sold couldn’t convince him until 
legal proceedings became necessary. Seeing 
no way out he relented and returned to her 
the title deed which he had snatched from her 
and then turned his anger against me”, says 
Chindengwike.

Threats, intimidation and false accusations 
by Helena’s husband intended to smear 
Chindengwike’s public image became the 
order of the day, however the paralegal was 
never cowed. This experience illustrates some 
of the challenges that paralegals who work on 
a voluntary basis encounter with some going 
beyond verbal threats and turn into actual acts 
of physical harm.  

Helena represents a broad spectrum of 
women across the country who have 
harnessed sufficient confidence to stand their 
ground and pursue their rights especially with 
the available assistance of legal awareness 
extended to them by paralegals. These 
women often share the fruits of their toils for 
justice with other less fortunate women and 
in that process become not only a source of 
inspiration but the first step in the journey to 
transform their lives and build foundations for 
the futures of their families.

Tabia Rashidi says her neighbour, Helena, 
invited her to join the soap-making enterprise 
because she believed it provided an avenue for 
changing their lives for the better. “Helena’s 
case was a sad episode in her life and it 
certainly had a negative effect on us. The 
successful end of her ordeal brought joy to us 
because we value her and always wished good 
on her. My group colleagues were trained in 

this trade and paid for the lessons but I was 
lucky because when I was invited all I had 
to do was emulate what they did and that I 
learned the craft. 

Laita Ismaili adds that in the few months 
they have been in the enterprise have been 
rewarding; “I feel there’s a bridge I have 
crossed and today I’m able to use new-found 
skills to uplift my own life. When we women 
stand firm our rights cannot be lost; we need 
to follow Helena’s footsteps and seek the 
readily-available help from paralegals”, she 
insists.  

“Honestly-speaking I lived through very 
difficult times and there were moments when 
I simply wanted to give up. Deep in my heart 
I knew my experience wasn’t what I deserved 
and when I was called to explain my side of 
the story and eventually rewarded with what 
was rightfully mine all along I felt tremendous 
relief”, recalls Helena. “The tenants that live 
here, the chickens I raise and the soap-making 
enterprise all help me live a more comfortable 
life a far cry from my awful experience”, she 
adds.

Women empowerment sits at the core of 
LSF’s Access to Justice programme due to 
the fact that most women are victims of 
social-economic sidelining. In a case such 
as this where one woman’s attainment 
of justice morphs into a huge benefit for 
other women and consequently contributes 
to long, honourable efforts of economic 
transformation and ultimately alleviating 
poverty, LSF continues to see the enormous 
value of having paralegals right at the 
grassroots level of Tanzanian society and thus 
facilitates the programme’s sustainability.   

JUSTICE TURNED  HELENA  INTO  AN  INSPIRATION
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The village of Newland borders sugarcane 
plantations just outside the town of Moshi and 
this is one area that Immaculata Mwigane, a 
paralegal, also serves providing legal aid and 
education to women, men and even children. 
After picking her up by the roadside where she 
was waiting for us she told us many interesting, 
real-life stories about the area as well as about 
Paralegal Children’s Club, an initiative she 
spearheaded to help children understand their 
rights early and inspire them to become better 
citizens in future. “I’m very passionate about 
children and I made a decision to work with 
them because there are certain crucial aspects 
of child development that parents around here 
aren’t paying attention to so I figured out that 
I had to start taking action”, she told us.   

Mwigane also described how readily-
accessible justice has changed the community 
allowing people of all walks of life to 
understand their rights and refuse to see them 
being trampled upon. She said that through 
the Access to Justice programme that LSF 
implements around the country, the residents 
of Newland many of whom engage in small 
scale agriculture or work in the sugar factory 
and nearby plantations have somewhere to 
run to for help and legal awareness. “People 
around here work hard to beat poverty and 
these services are a necessary element of that 
effort”, she said.

In extending legal education she and her 
colleagues also reach out to local women’s 
groups and after speaking on women’s and 
children’s rights to one of these groups Daines 

Joseph, a member, approached Mwigane and 
narrated her story desperate for help. Daines 
repeated the story to us: “I’m a married mother 
of four. We lived a very normal life pretty 
much like any other family and we were one 
very happy, close family however my husband’s 
deportment took a drastic turn and he began 
to abdicate his family responsibilities and even 
went so far as to subject me to physical abuse. 
I soon learnt that he was maintaining an extra-
marital affair and that he had purchased a house 
where he had put up his lover while we lived 
in a rented house”. 

She explained that whenever she brought up 
the issue he would turn on her violently and 
that’s when she sought legal help. “There were 
times when her husband would throw her out 
of the house at night”, a former neighbour, 
Rachel Minja, told us.

Daines recalls one incident where while the 
couple was together inside Mwigane’s office 
he hit her in the presence of paralegals which 
prompted them to threaten him with legal 
action causing him to apologize profusely to 
his wife and them. The bone of contention 
was that house which he bought without his 
wife’s knowledge leaving his family to live in a 
rented house and the fact that he denied having 
bought it claiming that he only loaned money 
for the house to a close friend and under their 
agreement his name would appear on the title 
deed until such a time that his money was paid 
back fully. Daines refused to believe the claim, 
she said, because she knew a title deed is a legal 
document and for that reason it had to bear the 

NEAR A SUGAR FACTORY Looking back 
at my personal 
journey I urge 

young girls not to 
allow their minds 

to be twisted 
around...

LIFE HAS BECOME SWEET AGAIN

rightful owner’s name.

“We returned to the paralegal office 
and after being pressed he admitted 
that he was the owner of the house. 
Not only that but we also had four 
motorcycles and at this point he 
had already sold three and was 
about to sell the last one. So with 
the paralegals’ help I began to make 
arrangements to have the house sold 
and use the money to buy another 
plot where we would build a family 
house. He was reluctant, however 
further procedures followed and with 
the threat of absolute legal action 
hanging over his head he finally gave 
in, moved his lover out and sold the 
house”, Daines told us.

She told us this story when we visited 
her at the house that money from the 
sale of the contentious house built 
and she now lives with three of her 
children as the other one is away at 
school. “It’s a different atmosphere 
now because he pays school fees 
for all the children, provides for 
every need and to a great extent 
calm has returned. He doesn’t live 
here anymore but makes a point 
of visiting every now and again. 
Women shouldn’t suffer in silence, 
help is accessible and there are ways 
out of difficulties such as what I went 
through. I ‘m deeply grateful for the 
help I received because my children 
and I now live in our own home and 
not renting anymore”, Daines said 
with an air of satisfaction. 

Reached over the phone her husband, 
Matthias Kiula said that he is glad the 
turmoil is over now and that the air of 
animosity that existed for quite some 
time has subsided. “The children 
are going to school and have their 
needs taken care of and these are the 
most important things in addition to 
having a roof over their heads. I’m 
able to focus more on my business 
and so life progresses”, he said.  
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“I had twins back in 2017in Mufindi and went 
through a very difficult time that forced me to 
leave their father when the twins were only 
one week old. My parents didn’t know him 
and when I told them what he was putting me 
through they immediately asked me to return 
home. Even back home life wasn’t smooth-
sailing and whenever I called him for help he 
repeatedly retorted that I had chosen to leave 
him and for that reason he didn’t want to be 
involved in anything about me. Furthermore 
he claimed he wasn’t the babies’ father”. 

These are the words of Elizabeth Mgaya, a 
young but determined mother in Njombe. We 
visited her at her tea shop on Kambarage Street 
where she told us her life today is a far cry from 
what it was less than two years ago. At around 
11 o’clock when we walked into her shop the 
last breakfast punters had already left and her 
assistant was in the kitchen next putting final 
touches on lunch meals. 

We were in the company of Geoffrey 
Kaduma, the paralegal who helped Elizabeth 
throughout her ordeal and he told us that after 
she figured that the burden of care for the 
twins was becoming unbearable she sought 
the intervention of the local village chair. 
The chair seeing that the matter required 
legal pursuit immediately called Kaduma and 
referred her to the paralegal office.

“The case rested on the issue of child 
maintenance and for that we arranged for 
the twins’ father to come in. I informed him 
that due to the fact that he didn’t live with 

Elizabeth and the babies he would be required 
to put down an amount of money that she 
could use as capital to start up some form of 
income-generating business and in addition to 
that agree to pay for house help. He accepted 
and we put everything in writing”, Kaduma 
told us.

Elizabeth, however, told us that he provided 
her with Tsh.500,000 as capital but failed on 
Tsh.90,000 which he had indicated he would 
send her for house help. She said she used some 
of the capital to buy seeds and planted Irish 
potatoes and also sold slippers. “Things began 
to pick up pace and honestly I didn’t want to 
bother him and simply wanted to focus on my 
life and my babies. After a while I opened this 
tea shop and I can even say I’m looking much 
better compared to the skinny woman I was. 
He has on several occasions tried to persuade 
me to return to him but no, I’m on a different 
course now and I don’t want anything to do 
with him”, she said with a beaming smile. 

She further told us that she now earns enough 
to save and even support her parents, aiming 
to start building her own house later in the 
year. She informed us also that her sister who 
also runs an eatery in the town has advised her 
to expand her business and move into larger 
premises which she has agreed to do in time. 

Bryson Mgaya, the local village chair to 
whom Elizabeth ran for help told us that such 
incidents have been common but as leaders 
they bear the responsibility to ensure that 
women are protected from such vices and if 

HER TWINS 

..Things began to 
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want to bother 
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GIVE HER TWICE THE INSPIRATION TO FIGHT ON

they occur then culprits must be 
brought to bear and provide for the 
women and children. “The rights of 
women as mothers and of children 
are paramount; if we fail to act we 
will generate a society with single 
mothers and street children whose 
futures are at best hopeless”, he added.

“My word of advice to other women 
who have worn my shoes is to 
be determined and committed to 
turning their lives around. Paralegals 
such as these that operate here are 
accessible and have been a formidable 
source of encouragement and help to 
me; there’s no reason to lose hope 
because help is available free of 
charge”, concluded Elizabeth.

This is yet another example of one 
resolute woman who stumbled but 
didn’t fall. Elizabeth could have given 
up and ended up elsewhere but her 
fortunes have been turned around 
because she received legal aid at a 
crucial juncture in her life. Her twins 
are now two happy toddlers running 
around her backyard and playing 
with no care in the world. With 
remarkable endings like this LSF’s 
Access to Justice programme proves 
to be a lifeline to many women who 
the broader society may perceive to 
be at the end of their line but are in 
fact able to bounce back all because 
the hand of justice reached out to 
them in time and provided them with 
a springboard. Today Elizabeth is not 
just a statistic but a living inspiration 
to thousands of other women up and 
down the country who are using 
accessible legal aid to escape the 
clutches of poverty.   
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Verediana Mayoya, a soft-spoken woman, 
lives with her grown-up children near her 
in the far-flung village of Nyamirembi in 
Kibondo, Kigoma. Her husband fell ill not 
too long ago and due to financial constraints 
he opted to sell an acre of land he owned so he 
could cover medical costs. Unusually though 
he found a willing buyer, however instead 
of accepting cash for the land he took a can 
of groundnuts which he intended to sell and 
use the money to treat his illness. His wife 
knew about this barter arrangement. The 
groundnuts he received didn’t sell for much, 
unfortunately, and in the course of time his 
health deteriorated and he eventually passed 
away.

The buyer, Yona Emmanuel, began cultivating 
the land but when Verediana stopped by she 
discovered that he had cultivated more than 
the acre he had bought. Her repeated efforts 
to stop him proved futile and he continued 
to encroach upon more of her land until he 
had cultivated a total of 8 acres all the while 
claiming that her husband had sold him the 
whole lot. Her next stop was the village 
land tribunal where she was told to furnish 
money that would enable tribunal officers 
to travel to the disputed plot. Three days of 
deliberation followed after which the tribunal 
declared her the rightful owner of the land. 
Emmanuel appealed to the ward land tribunal 
and amazingly the judgment was overturned.

Kibondo Paralegal Foundation (KIPAFO) 
provides legal aid and education in the 
entire district of Kibondo and seeing no way 
forward other villagers who were troubled 
by what she was being put through directed 
her to KIPAFO. Japhet Lazaro, a paralegal, 

remembers his first encounter with Verediana: 
“We decided to lodge an appeal however 
the window had elapsed and so we sought 
assistance from the District Commissioner 
(DC), who was away at the time, who advised 
me to write to the ward land tribunal officers 
and ask to meet with them formally. The 
officers then contacted Verediana and told her 
to pay for their trip to the meeting, however 
they didn’t show up. The DC then asked me 
to call over the village executive, village land 
tribunal chair and the ward land tribunal chair; 
these three didn’t show up either. Upon his 
return the DC asked me to inform the village 
executive to gather everyone involved in the 
case including Emmanuel as he himself would 
be coming in person”.

When the party convened at the village office 
Emmanuel again claimed that the 8 acres 
were sold to him by Verediana’s husband. She 
disputed the claim and a number of people 
present supported pointing to the moment 
after her husband’s burial when she said 
publicly that he told before he passed away 
that he had sold only one acre to Emmanuel. 
The DC, seeing the clear scheming among 
the officers, proceeded to sack the village 
executive on the spot and ordered him to 
refund Verediana in full. Additionally, he 
ordered the 7 acres also be returned to her 
ownership. 

Emmanuel still unsatisfied appealed again and 
at this point clouds of doubt began to form 
in Verediana’s mind believing that any hope 
of ever reclaiming her land was all but gone. 
Luck was on her side though when KIPAFO 
submitted a counter-claim against the appeal 
and when the court in Kigoma weighed the 

matter found that all along Emmanuel had 
used money to influence decisions. 

“At this turn of events Emmanuel came to our 
office and told us that he wouldn’t pursue the 
matter anymore and that he wished to settle 
the dispute permanently with Verediana 
and return the land to her. I told him to first 
return to her, admit his erring ways and seek 
an amicable end to the dispute”, says Lazaro. 
Arrangements were then made to gather 
witnesses and put in writing a commitment 
never to encroach upon her land copies of 
which were sent to the DC and ward and 
village executives. This step marked the end 
to the protracted tug-of-war between a man 
with money who twisted justice and an old 
woman with nothing but hope.

“I allowed Emmanuel to uproot the cassava 
he had planted and since then I have grown 
groundnuts, corn and cassava which I sell 
every season and I buy and sell shares in our 
women’s group here. During the dispute 
I lived in a small mud hut but I have since 
been able to build a bigger house which is an 
improvement in my life. I’m sincerely grateful 
for all the help thus far”, Verediana told us.

It took a long time, money, sweat, pain and 
disappointments along the way but in the end 
Verediana’s right to property that belonged 
to her all along was restored thus including 
her in the long roster of women who end 
up smiling with confidence as a result of 
achieving justice and with it the chance to 
fend-off poverty. The unfazed determination 
of paralegals and the cooperation of higher 
authorities coalesced around her case to help 
deliver justice and restore her peace of mind. 

A CAN OF GROUNDNUTS 
FOR AN ACRE OF LAND!
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“Almost immediately following the death 
of her husband she fell very ill in the midst 
of tussle between her and her in-laws who 
wanted her out of the property she lived in. 
She endured this predicament without any 
help to get treatment. Her adversaries were 
intent on acquiring the property and selling 
it and that’s when she came to me asking me 
to help facilitate the sale of part of the land 
on which her house was to help her afford 
treatment which I accepted. So we found a 
buyer and they agreed that he would pay her 
in installments and that’s how she was able to 
get medical attention and food. At this point 
her in-laws returned with heightened intent”. 
These are the words of Iddi Dotto, the local 
neighbourhood chair at Bugambelele village 
just outside Shinyanga when he described his 
involvement in the case of Ashura Salamba 
who recently won the right to her matrimonial 
property.

Ashura told us outside her home that after 
marrying off two of her children her now late 
husband told her that he wanted to buy a plot 
of land and build another house and add some 
sort of spice to their life as he called it. “When 
our house was almost complete he called me 
in and said that there are no guarantees in life; 
either of us could pass away first and you don’t 
know what might happen to the things we 
own, why shouldn’t we take pictures of the 
house and the plot in front of it in case they 
will be needed as proof somewhere?” she said.

Selling part of the plot in front of the house 

caused her in-laws to file a case against her at 
the primary court accusing her of selling off 
her step children’s inheritance. The fact that 
her husband’s death left her destitute didn’t 
arouse pity from her in-laws she said. At the 
court she found that the odds were heavily 
stacked against her and upon returning to the 
ward office for help she was informed about 
free legal aid provided by paralegals who 
worked in that locality. “She told me that she 
was being accused of selling a section of land 
that belonged to her stepchildren when in 
fact she had acquired it with her husband and 
I assured her that she had nothing to worry 
about because legally that was her property 
and her accusers would have no ground to 
stand on. The case was then moved to the 
village land tribunal where again she hit a 
dead end”, Flora Mainge, the paralegal that 
assisted Ashura told us.  

John Shija, the Programme Manager at 
Paralegal Centre Shinyanga (PACESHI), the 
regional organizational overseeing paralegal 
work across the region, explained that at that 
point the case was beyond the boundaries 
within which paralegals are legally allowed to 
work thus PACESHI had to handle it. “We 
saw that Ashura did stand to win the case 
and with the fact that she was a co-owner 
of the land with her now deceased husband 
we sought to counter the accusation and the 
ward land tribunal sided with our plea and 
recognized her as the rightful owner of the 
disputed piece of land”, he told us. 

This was quite a long, treacherous path that 
Ashura treaded and coming out the victor 
has meant a huge difference for her and 
allowed her to put her life together and put 
this painful past to one side. This eventuality 
made possible by readily-available access to 
justice has turned her into a point of reference 
for other women or widows like her. Many 
such women find themselves at the centre of 
scrimmages over rights that are legally theirs 
but are prohibited from accessing them by 
close relatives who either don’t know or refuse 
to accept that women have the same right 
as men to inherit property. LSF makes this 
possible for victims of male dominance like 
Ashura through the daily work of paralegals 
who form the backbone of legal services at the 
community level up and down the country. 
A small piece of land that she sold to cover 
food and medical costs turned into the source 
of great suffering for her but eventually she 
found help and a way out of it through legal 
aid.

“I also won back a motorcycle, a power 
generator, three acres and several heads of 
cattle. I sold the three acres and the cattle 
and paid off Sh.4 million worth of debt that I 
accumulated over the course of my illness and 
other expenses I borrowed money to cover.  I 
have a tenant at this house and generally I’m 
doing quite well. I’m profoundly grateful for 
the legal aid that enabled me to defend my 
right”, she said. 

A WIDOW AND RELATIVES 
WHO HAD NO MERCY 
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WHEN A PARALEGAL 

Paralegals are often very unremarkable individuals but they usually 
stand out by their commitment to help redraw the life maps of 
thousands of ordinary citizens. From employees battling against ill 
treatment at the hands of their employers to children being denied 
their inherent rights to women wrestling for their rights in abusive 
households paralegals can be found navigating these treacherous 
circumstances with admirable will.

We visited the village of Maleza, a very long distance south of 
Sumbawanga in the Lake Rukwa basin where a local paralegal, Kevin 
Simfukwe, had succeeded in facilitating an amicable end to a conflict 
that emanated from a divorce.  “The fundamental work was to interpret 
the law in such a way that each party felt they were treated fairly and 
thus had an equal share in the division of property”, he told us.

Dafrosa Mwandika came to the paralegal unit’s office with her divorce 
papers which bore instructions to the village council regarding the 
division of property between her and her ex-husband which included 
a house, land and cattle. She hadn’t handed the papers to the council 
for fear of repercussions from him and by the time she had contacted 
Simfukwe her ex-husband had already sold off some of the property set 
for the land on which he had already agreed a price with a prospective 
buyer. “When I met him and inquired about the land and why he had 
intended to sell it without consulting Dafrosa he told me it was his 
personal property, however she informed me when I turned to her that 
they had acquired it while married”, explained Simfukwe.

He immediately sat with the couple and interpreted the Marriage 
Act, 1971 pointing out to Dafrosa’s husband that in the face of the 
law he had erred and for that matter his ex-wife had a claim in all 
property accumulated in wedlock. Furthermore, Simfukwe asked the 
prospective buyer to put a hold on making any payment in regard to 
the land until such a time that the former husband and wife reached 
an agreement on how to proceed with the division of property. “I 
provided extensive legal education on matrimonial termination and 
the splitting of wedlock gains to a point where her husband confessed 

that he shouldn’t have disposed of the property single-handedly”, 
Simfukwe told us. 

Dafrosa confirmed these facts and added, “When he was asked why he 
was keen to also sell the land he said he was in financial difficulty and 
had no other means out of it except to sell the land. I told the paralegal 
that I was willing to let it be sold but that we should share the revenue 
equally; so he guided us through the process and we agreed that we 
would buy four heads of cattle with the money and each of us would 
keep two”.  

Simfukwe’s role didn’t end there; he advised Dafrosa to think carefully 
about what she needed to do with her cattle and she told him that she 
desired to invest her time and whatever resources she could master in 
rice farming. To accomplish this she said she opted to sell one of her 
two heads of cattle and use the money to hire land and farm. “There 
was absolute delight in seeing a couple that was at bitter odds being 
able to sit down together having understood the law and dividing 
their matrimonial property equally. They shook hands happily and 
that spelled a positive end to what could have been an acrimonious 
experience particularly for Dafrosa”, he said.

“There are women around here who undergo similar circumstances 
and my message to any of them is that our services are available free of 
charge and there’s no need for them to suffer in isolation”, he concludes. 

Dafrosa’s case provides a snapshot of the successful application of 
the skills that paralegals possess and the difference they help make in 
people’s lives especially enabling them to sever the chains of poverty. 
As an integral component of LSF’s Access to Justice programme they 
form the plinths that hold together the pillars of justice in countless 
rural communities where extremely few people know the law and 
their rights. Through their daily commitment to the course of fairness 
women, men and children across the country are benefitting from 
legal awareness in ways never seen before and Dafrosa is one certain 
proof of this fact.

FUNCTIONS AS A BRIDGE TO FAIRNESS
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When LSF instituted its countrywide 
Access to Justice programme, amongst other 
primary objectives, it envisioned a permanent 
environment in which women, men and 
children have sustainable access to justice 
regardless of where they live. For as long as 
communities exist there will always emerge 
issues that require legal redress, and as a matter 
of fact keeping these services operational 
will ensure thousands of people every year 
join the ranks of other Tanzanians who are 
adding value to their social and economic 
circumstances because of becoming aware of 
their rights and duly exercising them.

The organization’s motto, “Everyday justice 
for everyday problems” signifies and ever-

present existence of legal services that are 
aimed at addressing problems that may seem 
insignificant to one person but could be a 
life or death issue to another. This is why its 
Access to Justice programme seeks to reach 
every person regardless of their gender, age 
or geographical location and open to them 
opportunities to live free of discrimination, 
violence, abuse or second-class treatment. 
Rural communities have benefited immensely 
from the programme due to the fact that unlike 
urban centres they are at a disadvantage in 
accessing legal services and if such services are 
available nearer to them and more importantly 
are sustainable, chances of realizing the 
organization’s vision of a society in which 

everyone is equal and there is access to justice 
for all are multiplied. 

LSF’s 2019 annual report shows that nearly 
59,071 benefited from legal aid. In the same 
period some 4.6 million people were reached 
with legal education provided by around 
3,694 paralegals on mainland Tanzania and 
Zanzibar. 

Mkalama, Singida
Among the smaller organizations operating 
in every district of the country providing 
legal services is Mkalama Paralegal Centre 
(MPACE) in rural Mkalama District in 

AN OFFICE BUILDING AND A VEGETABLE 
KEEPING LEGAL SERVICES GOING 
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Singida. Since its establishment in 2014 it has facilitated the availability 
of justice for the residents of this district. The good relations it 
maintains with the local authority at the village and ward levels have 
come full circle to yield a positive outcome in the organization’s quest 
to continue providing services sustainably. 

“We sat with our Board in 2019 and deliberated the need to erect 
our own office right here in the village of Ibaga and move out of the 
current premises that we share with the village office so we wrote to 
the local village authority asking to be allocated a plot of land and after 
waiting for about six weeks we were called into the village office and 
were informed that our request had been accepted. On an agreed day 
we were shown the location of the plot and building work commenced 
not too long afterwards”, MPACE Director Issa Mtaki told us. 

In August 2020 when we visited the organization we were taken to the 
building site where the office structure stood almost complete awaiting 
the next phases such as the roofing frame, plastering, flooring, doors, 
windows and other essential interior features. “The primary aim of 
wanting to have our own office space was to have the independence 
that would save us from problems such as frequent rent rises and the 
threat of being required to move out due to the office space being 
earmarked for a different purpose. Having our own office will permit 
us to offer legal services on a more permanent basis with reduced 
expenses, and we intend to include a small hall that we can hire and 
that way generate income to support our work”, added Mtaki.  

Isaac Shauri, the Ibaga Village Council Chair, told us that the village 
provided the plot to MPACE free of charge because of the importance 
the council attaches to paralegal work in the village and elsewhere in 
the district. “The rate of rights violation has plummeted significantly. 
In the recent past we struggled with issues such as domestic violence 
and child abuse but the work that MPACE has continued to do has 
helped tremendously to enlighten residents and consequently reduced 
such incidents. It’s vital that these services remain available”, he said.

The office is located a short walking distance from the village centre 
making it an ideal point for these services. The organization’s current 
office location near the village market doesn’t quite provide the best 
environment for legal aid sessions as some cases require client privacy 
which has been relatively challenging to accomplish to date.  

Unguja, Zanzibar
UWASHEMA which operates around Unguja has directed TSh.1.8 
million into a fruit and vegetable garden to help bolster its coffers and 
ultimately be able to operate beyond the grant provided by LSF. Its 
Executive Director, Mahammed Abdallah Mohammed told us, “We are 
growing spinach, bell peppers and tomatoes and we intend to harvest 
and sell them every three months. For four years now UWASHEMA 
has relied on the access to justice grant from LSF however with this 
project we anticipate financial independence that will be realized 
through the at least TSh.1.5 million that we will bring in from the 
quarterly sale of the fresh produce”.

One member of the organization has donated one acre of land for 
the garden and what they need, they say, is a new irrigation pump to 
replace the existing one which has seen better days. The current crop 
of spinach is a pilot and it only covers a portion of the entire plot; the 
organization will also grow papaya stating that the fruit yields large 
returns within a short time.

According to Programme Officer Asia Juma Suleimani the proposal 
to start the garden was received enthusiastically because it represented 
the first step in UWASHEMA’s long-term plans. “Every single one of 
us was fully involved from the first time the idea was floated in one 
of our monthly meetings. When the plot was secured everyone came 
over keen to see the first step in our long journey. We have since been 
making monthly visits to assess its progress and deliberate ways of 
improving it”, she explained. 

Every paralegal organization has since 2016 been receiving TSh.2 
million quarterly from LSF to facilitate the provision of legal aid and 
education, and after four years this funding cycle is winding down 
demanding these organization to devise other means of sustaining these 
vital services that paralegals provide free of charge on a volunteering 
arrangement. Such initiatives are the result of organizational capacity 
enhancement that LSF has extended throughout the four funding 
years and it is expected that over time these projects will provide 
small organizations such as UWASHEMA with the necessary means 
to function on their own resources and continue to be the sources of 
access to justice that communities will rely upon.  



26 OUR HEROES

As is often the case with most street kids the 
reality of not having a way of meeting their 
basic needs due to there being no parent or 
guardian to rely upon forces them to fend 
for themselves in ways that easily gravitate 
them towards petty crimes such as pick-
pocketing just so they can survive. Some of 
these kids are breadwinners to their families 
and in this regard they have no other option 
but to bring whatever they can fetch home 
thus increasing the wave of crime which 
sometimes escalates to robbery that usually 
involves the use of knives or other dangerous 
tools.

In Zanzibar, these street children that indulge 
in criminal activities on a daily basis to make 
ends meet are known as ‘pushers’ because of 
the donkey carts they usually drive or the 
more popular term of children who swim 
against the current of the law. These names 
may sound different from those used in other 
parts of Tanzania but in reality a child that 
drives a donkey cart in Zanzibar is often one 
that grew up on the streets thus he’s never 
been to school and therefore lacking the 
enlightenment that would equip him to do 
other formal work such as running a business 
or working in the hospitality industry as is 
the case for many on the islands.  

Young Khalid Mohammed Zaharan lives 
in Amani Magogoni, Unguja but he grew 
up on the streets after his parents divorced 
where he was forced to engage in crime 
such as theft just to be able to get by and 
support his mother with whom he lived. 
By chance he met Tatu Mvita, a paralegal, 
who upon learning about his lifestyle talked 
him out of it and instead enroll at the Raha 
Leo Alternative Education Centre. There 
UNICEF ran a programme for street kids 
who wanted to learn new job skills and 
eventually leave the streets.

“My life challenges stem from the fact that 
I come from an impoverished background. 
My parents divorced and this led me to find 
ways of earning a living and provide support 
to my mother. She pushed me really hard 
to study but I kept telling her that I would 

study when life is settled at home because 
even at school I met numerous challenges. 
For this reason I opted to do what I thought 
was worthwhile on the streets just to earn 
money not knowing I was gradually drifting 
away”, says Kahlid.

Life on the streets changed people’s 
perception of Khalid because he couldn’t be 
trusted anymore. “Even Mvita to whom I 
often went for advice and help wasn’t very 
confident about me. There were times when 
she needed to step outside for a moment 
she would ask her child to keep an eye on 
me until she came back. I’m grateful to 
her because of her patience with me that 
allowed her to help me get on the life skills 
programme at Raha Leo where I learned 
office and domestic cleaning skills that 
helped me get a job at a hotel here and leave 
the streets permanently”, he says.

While employed at the hotel Khalid also 
learned to cook and was eventually employed 
at the same hotel as a chef which paid him 
better that his cleaning job. After working at 
the hotel for a considerable while he left and 
started a catering business which he says pays 
him well enough to take care of his family 
trouble-free. Profits from his business further 
enabled him to source fresh fruit and sell at 
the local market and through that he was 
able to get married and buy a plot of land on 
which he has started to build a house.

Mvita says that through LSF’s Access to 
Justice programme she has been able to 
provide legal services in Unguja where she 
has invested her time in helping people in 
communities there especially children who 
live on the streets to steer clear of crime. “I 
work with the police and I regularly visit 
their stations to see if there are street children 
in custody and facilitating bail for them 
because after all they are children and they 
need all the help they can get. In addition to 
working as a paralegal I also teach at Raha 
Leo and there we help them transform their 
lives and become responsible, resourceful 
citizens like Khalid”, she concludes. 

HOW A PARALEGAL 
TURNED AROUND
A STREET CHILD’S LIFE
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